
 
From humble beginnings, to immense 

popularity, to the realms of obscurity 
and back again, the vinyl record seems 
to be an everlasting mode of listening. 

But are vinyls really back for good? Did 
they ever even leave? Or is this supposed 

revival just another modern fad? 

I explored my local on Record Store Day, 
April 16, 2016, in the search for answers.

VINYL REVIVAL & 
RECORD STORE DAY 

2016
One could be forgiven for thinking that 
Record Store Day has been around for a 
long time, what with the widespread publi-
cation and hype in the lead up to the year-
ly event. Yet, in reality, the day - let alone, the 
concept - did not even exist ten years ago. 

First celebrated in the USA at Rasputin Music, 
San Francisco, on 19 April 2008, Record Store 
Day (from hereon referred to as RSD) aims to 
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A Record Store Day sign outside Essendon 
2nd Hand CDs Records & Books.



shine a light onto independent record stores, celebrat-
ing all they do for both the music industry and the re-
spective local communities within which they reside. 
While it is only officially celebrated once a year, on the 
third Saturday of every April, the organisation behind 
RSD works with both stores and record labels to cre-
ate promotions and special releases, all geared around 
highlighting the importance of the local record store. 

Limited edition records are released on the day, and 
stores usually present live acts alongside price dis-
counts on vinyl records and CDs. These days, the 
day has spread around the world - with a recognised 
celebration on every continent except Antarctica. 

Prior to this year, I’d never explored RSD. I’d consider 
myself a big music fan - from listening to artists such as 
Killing Heidi and Matchbox Twenty in the car as a young 
child, to Fall Out Boy in my late childhood, with my true 
fanaticism kicking off at 14 through Nirvana - and a trip 
to the CD store has never been out of the ordinary. Yet in 
recent times, I’ve become more interested in delving into 
the nuances, subtle differences, and historical touches of 
listening to music on vinyl. Coming full circle, so to speak. 
As a result, my focus on the day was on the vinyl re-
cord. So, with the assistance of my local record 
store, Essendon 2nd Hand CDs Records & Books, 
and it’s owner, John Tait, my exploration into the 
world of vinyl - and why it has become more preva-
lent these days, if it really has at all - was set to begin.  

The store was just as I expected - small and hum-
ble yet packed with records. Music posters and re-
cord sleeves covered the walls as live music filled the 
store with sound. The focus here really was - and 
is - on music, and nothing else. The first thing I no-
ticed, however, was a selection of new vinyl from lo-
cal acts such as Courtney Barnett and Drunk Mums. 
 
I questioned him about it - as after all, this is a sec-
ond-hand store, so I found the new vinyls a bit interesting 
- and he replied that he only stocks new vinyl from “local 
bands or artists.” Grassroots music support here.

John Tait outside his store.

Outside the record store - $2 CD and record tables.



Being a second hand store, John comments on how his type of sales “began to flourish in the 90s 
and 2000s” with the shift into a more digital, CD-based listening age - in 1989, CD sales overtook 
the sales of vinyl for the first time. Thus, as people began to offload their vinyl records, second hand 
stores such as John’s were - and still are - there to accomodate. In terms of both finding gems and 
providing them to customers, he simply claims: “we get the best of both worlds.” 

While he admits that “downloads are good for listening on the go,” he is also steadfast in his be-
lief that “vinyls are great for listening at home” - an aspect which people seem to be craving more 
and more these days. According to an article on the NME website, in 2014, sales of vinyl in the UK 
topped 1.3 million for the first time since 1995. Similarly, according to an article from themusic.com.
au, a 2015 year-end Nielsen report confirmed that vinyl sales growth had increased for the tenth 
straight year, with close to 12 million sales in that year in the USA.

Yet, on the supposed resurgence of vinyl in recent years - with a particular focus on the second-hand 
- John claims that “records aren’t making a comeback because they’ve never gone away.” Making a 
point of this within his book released on the same day, ‘Tait’s Modern Guide to Record Collecting’, 
he goes on to write that he is “noticing a new generation of young record collectors, who bring in 
their CD collections to trade in on vinyl records. How the tide has turned!”

As a part of this new generation of young record collectors, Olivia Ravanello feels the same way. 
Having received literal stacks of vinyl from her parents - largely comprising of big names such as 
KISS, Billy Joel, and Spandau Ballet - she has recently started her own vinyl collection. “They’ve 
definitely become more popular recently,” she says, “but I do believe that they haven’t left, as some 
people have obviously retained their records.”

Olivia Ravanello looking through a selection of vinyl.



She also feels as though the popularity of the vinyl format will continue into the future, claiming 
that “bands these days still put out vinyls and record players seem to be more readily available.” 
As a result, she believes that “our generation can then pass on these vinyls, like our parents did 
to us.” It will be quite interesting to see whether or not future generations embrace them.

On RSD in particular, she views it as a “great way to encourage new people to get into vinyl.” 
Whether it has actually had an impact upon overall sales is unknown, but it certainly seems as 
though it has reinvigorated record stores and people alike when it comes to listening to records 
amidst alternate digital avenues. 

As a budding young record collector myself, having just recently begun purchasing records - 
RSD this year, in fact, being quite a large influence personally - I can definitely see how and why 
their popularity seems to be on the rise. However, I do feel as though it ultimately comes down 
to personal choice. As with anything else, people will choose their preferred format for music 
listening, whether it be CDs, downloads, or records.
 
But I, for one, look forward to dropping the needle on the next one. 

“RECORDS AREN’T MAKING 
A COMEBACK BECAUSE 
THEY’VE NEVER GONE 

AWAY.”

Crates of records, through the middle of the store.

$2 section, outside the store.


